Sociology

Ms. Blackhurst – Chapter 6 
Social Relationships Activity
How does Sociology apply to me?

One thing that captures the attention of sociologists is social structure—the patterned interaction of people in social relationships. In particular, they study how people interact in group situations. As children enter adolescence, their groups of friends—their peers—play an increasingly important role in their lives. Our peer groups exert considerable influence on our behavior—and that influence can be both positive and negative. In this activity, you will take a closer look at the role of peer groups for adolescents.
Read and reflect on the article “Adolescence: Change & Continuity—Peer Groups and Cliques & Crowds” and use what you have learned to answer the following questions. 

1. What is a peer group?

2. What role does the peer group play in adolescence?

3. Name two common peer groups observed during adolescence. Explain the difference between the two groups.

4. Describe a clique or crowd that you observe at Peters Township or from a former school. How do these groups affect you and your own peer group? Discuss your experiences on the back of this sheet of paper.  You can make a table, write a short answer, draw pictures… you choose the medium when answering this question.
