
Nature vs. Nurture
Name: ___________________________________	                  Sociology – Blackhurst
DIRECTIONS:  Answers the questions below for the “Nature vs. Nurture: How much free will do we have?” For some questions, you may need to explain your answer!! 

socialization -- a continuing process whereby an individual acquires a personal identity and learns the norms, values, behavior, and social skills appropriate to his or her social position. 
personality -- a person as an embodiment of a collection of qualities; the visible aspect of one’s character
1) What is an individual’s most basic drive? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2) Do you believe the people killed in the suicides in Rancho Santa Fe, California were acting on their own free will? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) Look at the statistics from the 1993 NORC study. Do you believe that these would still hold true today? Do we hold the same ideas and people accountable? Or has society changed drastically in the last 15-20 years? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) Taking the same study into account, do you believe these same “truths” would be relevant in Peters Township? Do we have these same beliefs? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






5) Do you agree with Richard Dawkins that the ultimate goal of life is the immortality of one’s information? Why or why not? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6) What was Cesare Lombroso’s explanation for deviance?  Why were people trying to make such generalizations? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7) According to the studies of Enid Schildkrout, studies show that the single most critical factor in self-esteem is physical appearance. How does this affect one’s personality development? Do you believe that society creates an “ideal” on which everyone compares themselves? Explain. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8) Still talking in terms of “nature vs. nuture,” using the data in the article, why do you believe that Americans’ first sexual experiences is occurring earlier and earlier? We have made it clear that we, as a society, believe that someone isn’t grown up until the age of 26. Do you believe youth today has been desensitized during socialization?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




9) If clothes make the person, would socialization be easier or more difficult if all high school students wore uniforms? Explain your answer. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10)  Finally, which side of the debate do you believe? Is it a definitive one way or the other? Can there be a middle ground? The last portion of the article states both sides of the debate and which it is leaning towards. Describe why you would choose one side over the other. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

